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‘Be who God wants you to be and so set the world on fire.’   

 

 

 

Before the summer we started to plan for the return of 

all children in September and this meant looking closely 

at our curriculum and identifying gaps in learning due 

to school closure.   

During the first few weeks of term there has been a      

special focus on personal, social and health education, 

in addition to re-establishing routines and expectations 

across all areas of learning. 

October is the month of the Holy Rosary and each      

Friday the children lead our school family in praying a 

decade of the Rosary virtually. Please click below.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEIIHlHTKVc  

Assessments are highlighting specific gaps in learning due to COVID and our 

curriculum continues to be remodelled so the children catch-up with the 

knowledge, skills and understanding lost.   

We have been fortunate so far in that, with the exception of the delayed 

start for our Nursery children, school has remained open to all year groups.  

There have been children or families who have needed to self-isolate due 

to symptoms or family members with a positive result, but this has impacted 

on very few children.  However, if this happens to your child, work is                        

provided for them to complete if they are well enough to do so.   

If there is a need to close school for a class or year group the home learning 

structure has already been developed, which includes daily online taught 

sessions and learning.   

We hope and pray that this won’t be necessary, but if it is, please be          

assured that St. Catherine’s is ready! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEIIHlHTKVc


 

 

Please make sure that packed lunches are healthy and not 

contain sweets, chocolate or fizzy drinks.  We ask that you 

keep an eye on the fat, sugar and salt content of items too. 

Follow this link to ideas for healthy lunch options:    

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life-beta/recipes/healthier-

lunchboxes#Ylzv4LIdIP6vzswj.97 

In Key Stage 2 the children can bring in a snack for           

morning breaktime, but this is limited to fruit, vegetables or 

breadsticks or plain crackers.  No fruit bars, fruit winders, 

cereal bars or cheese dunkers please.  

The children are very concerned about single 

use plastic and we are trying to reduce this in 

school.  Recently, we have asked Manchester 

Fayre to stop using plastic bags to distribute 

packed lunches.  As a result they have moved 

to paper grab bags—saving over 500 plastic 

bags a week going to landfill! There is much 

more to do though. Think about what you bring 

to school—is there a greener alternative?  

 

 

Mrs Hopkins has been our SENDCO (Special    

Educational Needs and Disabilities                  

Co-ordinator) since January 2020 and from 

January 2021 Miss Cooper is taking over this 

important role in school.  Miss Cooper is          

working alongside Mrs Hopkins throughout                  

this term so there is a thorough hand over.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEIIHlHTKVc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEIIHlHTKVc


 

 

 

 

We now ask that all adults wear a face      

covering  when coming to drop off or collect 

your child.   

Thank you for your help with this. 

 

• Keep 2 metres apart – please use the yellow            

   markings as a guide. 

 

• Have one parent or carer only to attend for pick up       

   for collecting time. 

 

• Arrive at the allocated time for your year group to 

   come into school and not earlier.    

 

• After picking up or dropping off your child, please  

   leave in a timely manner. 

 

• If you need to queue again for a child in another year group please 

keep your child in the line with you.  We work really hard in school 

to make sure the children mix only with others in their year group. 

Close contact with other children could mean the need to self-isolate 

for 14 days. 

 

• Please do not bring dogs onto the playground.   

 Ideally, do not bring dogs with you when you collect 

 the children.  This is for two reasons:  

 some children are afraid and anxious around 

dogs 

 for other children dogs are a magnet which           

encourages children to mix outside their year group.   

 

• Please wear a face covering.   

 

 



 

 

 

Thank you for your donations to the Bags2School collection.  

This raised £237.   

We are excited to announce that we are now registered 
on AmazonSmile and would love for you to choose         
St. Catherine’s R.C. Primary School as your charity. 

What do you need to do? 

Register St. Catherine’s R.C. Primary School PTA (Charity 
no. 1165650) as the charity you want to support. If you 
have an Amazon Prime account or use the Amazon mobile App this can be done in 
settings by turning on AmazonSmile.  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1165650-0 

 

Please remember to use easyfundraising 
every time you shop online. Over 4,000 
shops and sites will donate to us,                  
including all the big names like eBay, John 
Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, 
M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more!  

This means you can raise FREE donations 
for us no matter what you’re buying.  

If you haven’t signed up to support us yet, 
it’s easy and completely FREE. These do-
nations really help us, so it would be great 
if you could take a moment to get started!  

You can find our easyfundraising page 
here: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/stcatherinesdidsbury/?
utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-e2  
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